May 29, 2019

The Honorable Anthony Rendon
Speaker of the Assembly
California State Capitol, Room 219
Sacramento, CA 95814
SUBJECT: CALIFORNIA MUST DO MORE TO REDUCE
HOMELESSNESS
Dear Speaker Rendon:
Homeless Health Care Los Angeles supports a $1.5 billion state funding
commitment in the 2019-2020 fiscal year to address homelessness.
Founded in 1985, Homeless Health Care Los Angeles has helped more
than 200,000 marginalized and impoverished individuals and their families
through medical, behavioral health and quality of life services. Our mission
is to develop and implement innovative strategies for reducing the impact
of homelessness in the communities of Los Angeles. Based on many years
of working on the issue of homelessness, we now sense that the crisis in
our state is worsening. We urge the California State Legislature to allocate
more resources.
In last year’s budget, the State Legislature took an important step by creating the Homeless Emergency Aid Program (HEAP). This program has helped local governments and Continuums of Care expand their responses to
homelessness. In his May budget revision, Gov. Newsom has recommended a $1 billion plan to fight homelessness. We welcome these funding
commitments, but recognize that more must be done if California hopes to
solve its homelessness crisis. State funding should be increased while
maintaining enough flexibility to support the particular needs of each community.
Without a greater prioritization of homelessness in the upcoming budget,
more people will fall into homelessness and those already on the streets
will have to struggle longer to get back on their feet. We ask for your help
in expanding the State Legislature’s commitment to this critical priority.
Sincerely,

Mark Casanova
Executive Director

May 29, 2019

The Honorable Toni G. Atkins
Senate President Pro Tempore
California State Capitol
Room 205
Sacramento, CA 95814
SUBJECT: CALIFORNIA MUST DO MORE TO REDUCE
HOMELESSNESS
Dear Senator Atkins:
Homeless Health Care Los Angeles supports a $1.5 billion state funding
commitment in the 2019-2020 fiscal year to address homelessness.
Founded in 1985, Homeless Health Care Los Angeles has helped more
than 200,000 marginalized and impoverished individuals and their families
through medical, behavioral health and quality of life services. Our mission
is to develop and implement innovative strategies for reducing the impact
of homelessness in the communities of Los Angeles. Based on many years
of working on the issue of homelessness, we now sense that the crisis in
our state is worsening. We urge the California State Legislature to allocate
more resources.
In last year’s budget, the State Legislature took an important step by creating the Homeless Emergency Aid Program (HEAP). This program has helped local governments and Continuums of Care expand their responses to
homelessness. In his May budget revision, Gov. Newsom has recommended a $1 billion plan to fight homelessness. We welcome these funding
commitments, but recognize that more must be done if California hopes to
solve its homelessness crisis. State funding should be increased while
maintaining enough flexibility to support the particular needs of each community.
Without a greater prioritization of homelessness in the upcoming budget,
more people will fall into homelessness and those already on the streets
will have to struggle longer to get back on their feet. We ask for your help
in expanding the State Legislature’s commitment to this critical priority.
Sincerely,

Mark Casanova
Executive Director

May 24, 2019
The Honorable Anthony Rendon
Speaker of the Assembly
California State Capitol, Room 219
Sacramento, CA 95814
Dear Speaker Rendon:
On behalf of Inner City Law Center, thank you for advocating to create the Homeless Emergency
Aid Program (HEAP) during last year’s budget negotiations. These funds are already making a
difference in Los Angeles.
Very soon, LAHSA will release its Greater Los Angeles Homeless Count. We don’t yet know
what these numbers will be, but homelessness has risen sharply in places that have already
revealed their counts – up 17% in San Francisco, 42% in San Jose, 43% in Alameda County and
Orange County, and 64% in Kern County. Homelessness is getting worse in California.
As this crisis grows, we need the State Assembly to play a greater role in solving homelessness.
The Provider Alliance was encouraged to see Gov. Newsom’s $1 billion plan to fight
homelessness in his May budget revision. We are calling on Sacramento to do even more. The
Assembly should go back to its $1.5 billion recommendation that served as the basis for last
year’s budget agreement with Gov. Brown. These funds should remain flexible so that cities,
counties, and Continuums of Care can put them to best use. This year’s fiscal outlook is stronger
than ever with a $21.5 billion surplus, while the need to address homelessness has never been
greater.
I am enclosing research by the Provider Alliance to End Homelessness that shows the positive
impact HEAP is already having in Los Angeles. These resources are saving lives and helping
people find permanent housing. We urge the California State Assembly to continue this progress
by supporting a $1.5 billion investment this year in the plan to fight homelessness.
Sincerely,

Adam Murray
Executive Director
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May 24, 2019
The Honorable Toni G. Atkins
Senate President Pro Tempore
California State Capitol, Room 205
Sacramento, CA 95814
Dear Senator Atkins:
On behalf of Inner City Law Center, thank you for advocating to create the Homeless Emergency
Aid Program (HEAP) during last year’s budget negotiations. These funds are already making a
difference in Los Angeles.
Very soon, the Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority will release its Greater Los Angeles
Homeless Count. We don’t yet know what these numbers will be, but homelessness has risen
sharply in places that have already revealed their counts – up 17% in San Francisco, 42% in San
Jose, 43% in Alameda County and Orange County, and 64% in Kern County. Homelessness is
getting worse in California.
As this crisis grows, we need the State Legislature to play a greater role in solving homelessness.
The Provider Alliance was encouraged to see Gov. Newsom’s $1 billion plan to fight
homelessness in his May budget revision. We are calling on Sacramento to do even more. The
Legislature should go back to its $1.5 billion recommendation that served as the basis for last
year’s budget agreement with Gov. Brown. These funds should remain flexible so that cities,
counties, and Continuums of Care can put them to best use. This year’s fiscal outlook is stronger
than ever with a $21.5 billion surplus, while the need to address homelessness has never been
greater.
I am enclosing research by the Provider Alliance to End Homelessness that shows the positive
impact HEAP is already having in Los Angeles. These resources are saving lives and helping
people find permanent housing. We urge the California State Assembly to continue this progress
by supporting a $1.5 billion investment this year in the plan to fight homelessness.
Sincerely,

Adam Murray
Executive Director
1309 EAST SEVENTH STREET • LOS ANGELES, CA 90021 • TEL: (213) 891-2880 • FAX: (213) 891-2888 • WWW.INNERCITYLAW.ORG
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May 30 2019
The Honorable Anthony Rendon
Speaker of the Assembly
California State Capitol, Room 219
Sacramento, CA 95814
SUBJECT: PRIORITIZING HOMELESSNESS IN THE 2019-2020 STATE BUDGET
Dear Speaker Rendon:
Little Tokyo Service Center seeks your support for a $1.5 billion investment to address homelessness in
the upcoming state budget.
Founded in 1979 by a group of Japanese Americans activists who wanted to form a multipurpose social
service center, Little Tokyo Service Center aimed to provide linguistically and culturally sensitive social
services to the Little Tokyo community and the broader Japanese American community in Southern
California. We provide a comprehensive array of social welfare and community development services to
assist low income individuals and other persons in need, contribute to community revitalization and
cultural preservation in Little Tokyo and among the broader Japanese community in the Southland, and
provide resources to neighboring Asian Pacific Islander and other low income communities.
Poverty is widespread but it discriminates, imposing particular hardships on communities that are already
struggling with various forms of inequality. We need the California State Legislature to boost funding for
homelessness to help address these disparities.
Last year, the State Legislature recognized that more must be done to address the homelessness crisis. We
were encouraged to see the creation of the Homeless Emergency Aid Program (HEAP), which is already
making a difference in Los Angeles County. More recently, Gov. Newsom has laid out a proposal to
expand these efforts with his $1 billion plan to fight homelessness. Yet California’s homeless population
continues to grow and a higher level of funding will be needed to bring these numbers down. State
homelessness funding should be guided by best practices but remain flexible, allowing local governments
and Continuums of Care to put these grants to their most effective use in preventing and ending
homelessness.
California has the means to solve homelessness. Organizations like mine stand with you in this cause and
we ask for your support in adding more resources to the upcoming budget.
Sincerely,

Dean Matsubayashi
Dean Matsubayashi
Executive Director

May 30 2019

The Honorable Toni G. Atkins
Senate President Pro Tempore
California State Capitol, Room 205
Sacramento, CA 95814
SUBJECT: PRIORITIZING HOMELESSNESS IN THE 2019-2020 STATE BUDGET
Dear Senator Atkins:
Little Tokyo Service Center seeks your support for a $1.5 billion investment to address homelessness in
the upcoming state budget.
Founded in 1979 by a group of Japanese Americans activists who wanted to form a multipurpose social
service center, Little Tokyo Service Center aimed to provide linguistically and culturally sensitive social
services to the Little Tokyo community and the broader Japanese American community in Southern
California. We provide a comprehensive array of social welfare and community development services to
assist low income individuals and other persons in need, contribute to community revitalization and
cultural preservation in Little Tokyo and among the broader Japanese community in the Southland, and
provide resources to neighboring Asian Pacific Islander and other low income communities.
Poverty is widespread but it discriminates, imposing particular hardships on communities that are already
struggling with various forms of inequality. We need the California State Legislature to boost funding for
homelessness to help address these disparities.
Last year, the State Legislature recognized that more must be done to address the homelessness crisis. We
were encouraged to see the creation of the Homeless Emergency Aid Program (HEAP), which is already
making a difference in Los Angeles County. More recently, Gov. Newsom has laid out a proposal to
expand these efforts with his $1 billion plan to fight homelessness. Yet California’s homeless population
continues to grow and a higher level of funding will be needed to bring these numbers down. State
homelessness funding should be guided by best practices but remain flexible, allowing local governments
and Continuums of Care to put these grants to their most effective use in preventing and ending
homelessness.
California has the means to solve homelessness. Organizations like mine stand with you in this cause and
we ask for your support in adding more resources to the upcoming budget.
Sincerely,

Dean Matsubayashi
Dean Matsubayashi
Executive Director

May 30 2019

The Honorable Anthony Rendon
Speaker of the Assembly
California State Capitol, Room 219
Sacramento, CA 95814

SUBJECT: $1.5 BILLION NEEDED TO FIGHT HOMELESSNESS IN STATE BUDGET

Dear Speaker Rendon:

On behalf of Safe Place for Youth, I am writing to request your support for a higher funding allocation to address California’s
homelessness crisis.

Safe Place for Youth was founded in 2011 by a group of dedicated volunteers who offered hot food, clothing and socks to homeless
youth in Venice Beach from their cars. Since those humble beginnings, we've grown to a professional staff of 55 employees and have
multiplied our services, expanded our programming, and strengthened our partnerships. Our mission is to inspire, nurture and empower
the resilient human spirit of homeless youth by providing immediate and lasting solutions, one young person at a time. The risks and
hardships that homeless young people face on the streets are hard to fathom. We need the California State Legislature to act with a
greater sense of urgency in prioritizing resources for this group.

In last year’s budget, the State Legislature took an important step by creating the Homeless Emergency Aid Program (HEAP). This
program has helped local governments and Continuums of Care expand their responses to homelessness. In his May budget revision,
Gov. Newsom has recommended a $1 billion plan to fight homelessness. We welcome these funding commitments, but recognize that
more must be done if California hopes to solve its homelessness crisis. State funding should be increased while maintaining enough
flexibility to support the particular needs of each community.

Without a greater prioritization of homelessness in the upcoming budget, more people will fall into homelessness and those already on
the streets will have to struggle longer to get back on their feet. We ask for your help in expanding the State Legislature’s commitment to
this critical priority.

Sincerely,

Alison Hurst
Founding Executive Director

SAFEPLACEFORYOUTH.ORG ● 2469 LINCOLN BLVD., VENICE CA 90291 ● 310.902.2283

May 30 2019

The Honorable Toni G. Atkins
Speaker of the Assembly
California State Capitol, Room 219
Sacramento, CA 95814

SUBJECT: $1.5 BILLION NEEDED TO FIGHT HOMELESSNESS IN STATE BUDGET

Dear Speaker Rendon:

On behalf of Safe Place for Youth, I am writing to request your support for a higher funding allocation to address
Safe Place for Youth was founded in 2011 by a group of dedicated volunteers who offered hot food, clothing and
socks to homeless youth in Venice Beach from their cars. Since those humble beginnings, we've grown to a
professional staff of 55 employees and have multiplied our services, expanded our programming, and strengthened
our partnerships. Our mission is to inspire, nurture and empower the resilient human spirit of homeless youth by
providing immediate and lasting solutions, one young person at a time. The risks and hardships that homeless young
people face on the streets are hard to fathom. We need the California State Legislature to act with a greater sense of
urgency in prioritizing resources for this group.
(HEAP). This program has helped local governments and Continuums of Care expand their responses to
homelessness. In his May budget revision, Gov. Newsom has recommended a $1 billion plan to fight homelessness.
We welcome these funding commitments, but recognize that more must be done if California hopes to solve its
homelessness crisis. State funding should be increased while maintaining enough flexibility to support the particular
needs of each community.

Without a greater prioritization of homelessness in the upcoming budget, more people will fall into homelessness
and those already on the streets will have to struggle longer to get back on their feet. We ask for your help in
Sincerely,

Alison Hurst
Founding Executive Director

SAFEPLACEFORYOUTH.ORG

2469 LINCOLN BLVD., VENICE CA 90291

310.902.2283

May 29, 2019

The Honorable Anthony Rendon
Speaker of the Assembly
California State Capitol, Room 219
Sacramento, CA 95814
SUBJECT: $1.5 BILLION NEEDED TO FIGHT HOMELESSNESS IN STATE
BUDGET
Dear Speaker Rendon:
On behalf of St. Joseph Center, I am writing to request your support for a higher
funding allocation to address California’s homelessness crisis.
St. Joseph Center was founded by two Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet in a small
storefront on Rose Avenue in 1976. From these beginnings, we have grown into a
multifaceted social service organization that now reaches more than 10,000 men,
women, and children annually. Our mission is to provide working poor families, as
well as homeless men, women and children of all ages, with the inner resources and
tools to become productive, stable and self-supporting members of the community.
In 2016 and 2017, we advocated for more local resources through Prop HHH and
Measure H. However, individual communities cannot solve this problem on their
own. We need the California State Legislature to deepen its partnership with cities,
counties, and Continuums of Care in the upcoming budget.
Last year, the State Legislature recognized that more must be done to address the
homelessness crisis. We were encouraged to see the creation of the Homeless
Emergency Aid Program (HEAP), which is already making a difference in Los
Angeles County. More recently, Gov. Newsom has laid out a proposal to expand
these efforts with his $1 billion plan to fight homelessness. Yet California’s
homeless population continues to grow and a higher level of funding will be needed
to bring these numbers down. State homelessness funding should be guided by best
practices but remain flexible, allowing local governments and Continuums of Care
to put these grants to their most effective use in preventing and ending
homelessness.
California has the means to solve homelessness. Organizations like mine stand with
you in this cause and we ask for your support in adding more resources to the
upcoming budget.
Sincerely,

Va Lecia Adams Kellum, Ph.D.
President & CEO

May 29, 2019

The Honorable Toni G. Atkins
Senate President Pro Tempore
California State Capitol, Room 205
Sacramento, CA 95814
SUBJECT: $1.5 BILLION NEEDED TO FIGHT HOMELESSNESS IN STATE
BUDGET
Dear Senator Atkins:
On behalf of St. Joseph Center, I am writing to request your support for a higher
funding allocation to address California’s homelessness crisis.
St. Joseph Center was founded by two Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet in a small
storefront on Rose Avenue in 1976. From these beginnings, we have grown into a
multifaceted social service organization that now reaches more than 10,000 men,
women, and children annually. Our mission is to provide working poor families, as
well as homeless men, women and children of all ages, with the inner resources and
tools to become productive, stable and self-supporting members of the community.
In 2016 and 2017, we advocated for more local resources through Prop HHH and
Measure H. However, individual communities cannot solve this problem on their
own. We need the California State Legislature to deepen its partnership with cities,
counties, and Continuums of Care in the upcoming budget.
Last year, the State Legislature recognized that more must be done to address the
homelessness crisis. We were encouraged to see the creation of the Homeless
Emergency Aid Program (HEAP), which is already making a difference in Los
Angeles County. More recently, Gov. Newsom has laid out a proposal to expand
these efforts with his $1 billion plan to fight homelessness. Yet California’s
homeless population continues to grow and a higher level of funding will be needed
to bring these numbers down. State homelessness funding should be guided by best
practices but remain flexible, allowing local governments and Continuums of Care
to put these grants to their most effective use in preventing and ending
homelessness.
California has the means to solve homelessness. Organizations like mine stand with
you in this cause and we ask for your support in adding more resources to the
upcoming budget.
Sincerely,

Va Lecia Adams Kellum, Ph.D.
President & CEO

May 30 2019
The Honorable Anthony Rendon
Speaker of the Assembly
California State Capitol, Room 219
Sacramento, CA 95814
SUBJECT: ALLOCATING $1.5 BILLION TOWARD HOMELESS INITIATIVES
Dear Speaker Rendon:
Homelessness is a growing crisis in our state. The Teen Project requests your help in increasing the
homelessness budget in the 2019-2020 budget.
The Teen Project is a nonprofit 501c3 serving at risk homeless and sex trafficked young women (18-25
years old) many from foster care. We are able to provide drug treatment at no cost to the recipient
through the support of County of Los Angeles, Department of Public Health, Substance Abuse Prevention
and Control (SAPC), private donors, and other funding sources. The Teen Project is a parent to the
parentless providing young women without resources with a chance at life. Our focus is sobriety,
education and housing. The risks and hardships that homeless young people face on the streets are hard to
fathom. We need the California State Legislature to act with a greater sense of urgency in prioritizing
resources for this group.
Last year, the State Legislature recognized that more must be done to address the homelessness crisis. We
were encouraged to see the creation of the Homeless Emergency Aid Program (HEAP), which is already
making a difference in Los Angeles County. More recently, Gov. Newsom has laid out a proposal to
continues to grow and a higher level of funding will be needed to bring these numbers down. State
homelessness funding should be guided by best practices but remain flexible, allowing local governments
and Continuums of Care to put these grants to their most effective use in preventing and ending
homelessness.
California has the means to solve homelessness. Organizations like mine stand with you in this cause and
we ask for your support in adding more resources to the upcoming budget.
Sincerely,

Lauri Burns
Executive Director

May 30 2019
The Honorable Toni G. Atkins
Senate President Pro Tempore
California State Capitol, Room 205
Sacramento, CA 95814
SUBJECT: ALLOCATING $1.5 BILLION TOWARD HOMELESS INITIATIVES
Dear Senator Atkins:
Homelessness is a growing crisis in our state. The Teen Project requests your help in increasing the
homelessness budget in the 2019-2020 budget.
The Teen Project is a nonprofit 501c3 serving at risk homeless and sex trafficked young women (18-25
years old) many from foster care. We are able to provide drug treatment at no cost to the recipient
through the support of County of Los Angeles, Department of Public Health, Substance Abuse Prevention
and Control (SAPC), private donors, and other funding sources. The Teen Project is a parent to the
parentless providing young women without resources with a chance at life. Our focus is sobriety,
education and housing. The risks and hardships that homeless young people face on the streets are hard to
fathom. We need the California State Legislature to act with a greater sense of urgency in prioritizing
resources for this group.
Last year, the State Legislature recognized that more must be done to address the homelessness crisis. We
were encouraged to see the creation of the Homeless Emergency Aid Program (HEAP), which is already
making a difference in Los Angeles County. More recently, Gov. Newsom has laid out a proposal to
continues to grow and a higher level of funding will be needed to bring these numbers down. State
homelessness funding should be guided by best practices but remain flexible, allowing local governments
and Continuums of Care to put these grants to their most effective use in preventing and ending
homelessness.
California has the means to solve homelessness. Organizations like mine stand with you in this cause and
we ask for your support in adding more resources to the upcoming budget.
Sincerely,

Lauri Burns
Executive Director

May 30 2019
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The Honorable Anthony Rendon
Speaker of the Assembly
California State Capitol, Room 219
Sacramento, CA 95814

Tracy Edwards
Treasurer
Andrew Weissman
Secretary
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SUBJECT: ALLOCATING $1.5 BILLION TOWARD HOMELESS INITIATIVES

Rev. Patricia Farris
Ray Hofmeister

Dear Speaker Rendon:

Ryan A. Leggio
Glenda Martinez

Homelessness is a growing crisis in our state. Upward Bound House requests your help in
increasing the homelessness budget in the 2019-2020 budget.

Cindy Maroun
Cindy McQuade, LCSW
Renee Ordeneaux, CPA
Booker Pearson
Kimberly Roberts
Jane Spiegel, MD
Jamie Tierney
Albert P. Vera
Kitty Wallace
Russ Whittenburg
Tom Wilson

Executive Director
Christine Mirasy- Glasco

Upward Bound House was founded in 1991 with the mission of eliminating homelessness
among families with children in Los Angeles by providing housing, supportive services,
and advocacy. We strive to reduce the number of homeless families with minor children
who are hungry and living on the streets of Los Angeles, by helping them access basic
resources and successfully transition into their own homes with the capacity to remain there
permanently. Families face incredible pressures when they fall into homelessness, often
resorting to splitting up children among friends and relatives, or attempting to stay together
in vehicles and other makeshift arrangements. We urge greater action from the California
State Legislature to address these needs.
The State Legislature took an important step in boosting homelessness initiatives last year
through the Homeless Emergency Aid Program (HEAP). This project was launched with
competence and efficiency, allocating all $500 million to cities and Continuums of Care by
April 2019. The Governor has proposed to build on this progress with his $1 billion plan to
fight homelessness. We encourage you to support these efforts by increasing the funding
level to $1.5 billion while maintaining a wide range of eligible uses. State homelessness
grants should remain flexible enough to allow local governments to use these resources
effectively. Funding gaps in one city may not match the homeless strategy of another.
Most importantly however, we ask the State Legislature to prioritize homelessness with a
budget commensurate with the scale of the problem. Solutions to California’s homelessness
crisis will require more resources and we request your support for this increased funding.
Sincerely,

Christine Mirasy-Glasco
Executive Director

1104 Washington Avenue, Santa Monica, CA 90403 | 310.458.7779 | www.upwardboundhouse.org
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Senate President Pro Tempore
California State Capitol, Room 205
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SUBJECT: ALLOCATING $1.5 BILLION TOWARD HOMELESS INITIATIVES

Rev. Patricia Farris
Ray Hofmeister

Dear Senator Atkins:

Ryan A. Leggio
Glenda Martinez

Homelessness is a growing crisis in our state. Upward Bound House requests your help in
increasing the homelessness budget in the 2019-2020 budget.

Cindy Maroun
Cindy McQuade, LCSW
Renee Ordeneaux, CPA
Booker Pearson
Kimberly Roberts
Jane Spiegel, MD
Jamie Tierney
Albert P. Vera
Kitty Wallace
Russ Whittenburg
Tom Wilson

Executive Director
Christine Mirasy- Glasco

Upward Bound House was founded in 1991 with the mission of eliminating homelessness
among families with children in Los Angeles by providing housing, supportive services,
and advocacy. We strive to reduce the number of homeless families with minor children
who are hungry and living on the streets of Los Angeles, by helping them access basic
resources and successfully transition into their own homes with the capacity to remain there
permanently. Families face incredible pressures when they fall into homelessness, often
resorting to splitting up children among friends and relatives, or attempting to stay together
in vehicles and other makeshift arrangements. We urge greater action from the California
State Legislature to address these needs.
The State Legislature took an important step in boosting homelessness initiatives last year
through the Homeless Emergency Aid Program (HEAP). This project was launched with
competence and efficiency, allocating all $500 million to cities and Continuums of Care by
April 2019. The Governor has proposed to build on this progress with his $1 billion plan to
fight homelessness. We encourage you to support these efforts by increasing the funding
level to $1.5 billion while maintaining a wide range of eligible uses. State homelessness
grants should remain flexible enough to allow local governments to use these resources
effectively. Funding gaps in one city may not match the homeless strategy of another.
Most importantly however, we ask the State Legislature to prioritize homelessness with a
budget commensurate with the scale of the problem. Solutions to California’s homelessness
crisis will require more resources and we request your support for this increased funding.
Sincerely,

Christine Mirasy-Glasco
Executive Director

1104 Washington Avenue, Santa Monica, CA 90403 | 310.458.7779 | www.upwardboundhouse.org
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May 30, 2019
OFFICERS

The Honorable Anthony Rendon
Speaker of the Assembly
California State Capitol, Room 219
Sacramento, CA 95814

William Cook
Pres1dent
Wellpomt Inc
(Ret1red)

SUBJECT: REQUESTING $1.5 BILLION FOR HOMELESSNESS IN THE STATE BUDGET
Honorable Diego Edber
Secretary
Los Angeles Supenor Court

On behalf of the Village Family Services, I am writing to ask for your support in increasing
funding for homelessness in the 2019-2020 budget.

Yvonne Green, CPA
Treasurer
\fNVSA

MEMBERS
Errka Endrijonas, PhD
Pasadena Ctty College

Sal LaVina, Esq
Barnes & Thornburg LLP

Susana Ziarati
Wells Fargo

Richard Strulson, Esq
lntenor Log1c Group

Hugo C. Villa, LMFT
Ch1ef Executive Off1cer

Irma Seilicovich, LMFT
Ch~ef Operatmg

Off1cer

Dear Speaker Rendon:

The Village Family Services provides essential social care and behavioral health services to
children , youth and families in order for them to lead safe, healthy and productive lives. With a
focus on youth homelessness, integrated behavioral health, and foster care and adoptions, we
offer a full spectrum of recovery and wellness programs to help struggling children, youth , and
families live happier, more fulfilling lives. Families face incredible pressures when they fall into
homelessness, often resorting to splitting up children among friends and relatives, or attempting
to stay together in vehicles and other makeshift arrangements. We need greater action from the
California State Legislature to address this crisis.
The State Legislature took an important step in boosting homelessness initiatives last year
through the Homeless Emergency Aid Program (HEAP). This project was launched with
competence and efficiency, allocating all $500 million to cities and Continuums of Care by April
2019. The Governor has proposed to build on this progress with his $1 billion plan to fight
homelessness. We encourage you to support these efforts by increasing the funding level to
$1 .5 billion while maintaining a wide range of eligible uses. State homelessness grants should
remain flexible enough to allow local governments to use these resources effectively. Funding
gaps in one city may not match the homeless strategy of another.
Most importantly however, we ask the State Legislature to prioritize homelessness with a
budget commensurate with the scale of the problem. Solutions to California's homelessness
crisis will require more resources and we request your support for this increased funding.
Sincerely,

6736 LAUREL CANYO
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May 30, 2019
OFFICERS

The Honorable Toni G. Atkins
Senate President Pro Tempore
California State Capitol , Room 205
Sacramento, CA 95814

William Cook
Prestdent
We lpo10~ Inc
(Rettred)

SUBJECT: REQUESTING $1.5 BILLION FOR HOMELESSNESS IN THE STATE BUDGET
Honorable Diego Edber
Secretary
Los Angeles Supenor Court

On behalf of the Village Family Services, I am writing to ask for your support in increasing
funding for homelessness in the 2019-2020 budget.

Yvonne Green, CPA
Treasurer
WWSA

MEMBERS
Erika Endrijonas, PhD
Pasadena Ctty College

Sal LaVina, Esq
Barnes & Thornburg LLP

Susana Ziarati
Wels Fargo

Richard Strulson, Esq
lntenor Logtc Group

Hugo C. Villa, LMFT
Chtef Executtve Officer

Irma Seilicovich, LMFT
Ch ef Operating Officer

Dear Senate President Pro Tempore Atkins:

The Village Family Services provides essential social care and behavioral health services to
children, youth and families in order for them to lead safe, healthy and productive lives. With a
focus on youth homelessness, integrated behavioral health, and foster care and adoptions, we
offer a full spectrum of recovery and wellness programs to help struggling children , youth, and
families live happier, more fulfilling lives. Families face incredible pressures when they fall into
homelessness, often resorting to splitting up children among friends and relatives, or attempting
to stay together in vehicles and other makeshift arrangements. We need greater action from the
California State Legislature to address this crisis.
The State Legislature took an important step in boosting homelessness initiatives last year
through the Homeless Emergency Aid Program (HEAP). This project was launched with
competence and efficiency, allocating all $500 million to cities and Continuums of Care by April
2019. The Governor has proposed to build on this progress with his $1 billion plan to fight
homelessness. We encourage you to support these efforts by increasing the funding level to
$1 .5 billion while maintaining a wide range of eligible uses. State homelessness grants should
remain flexible enough to allow local governments to use these resources effectively. Funding
gaps in one city may not match the homeless strategy of another.
Most importantly however, we ask the State Legislature to prioritize homelessness with a
budget commensurate with the scale of the problem. Solutions to California's homelessness
crisis will require more resources and we request your support for this increased funding.
Sincerely,
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Weingart Center
www.weingart.org
566 S. San Pedro Street
Los Angeles, CA 90013
(213) 627-9000

June 3, 2019
The Honorable Anthony Rendon
Speaker of the Assembly
California State Capitol, Room 219
Sacramento, CA 95814
SUBJECT: REQUESTING $1.5 BILLION FOR HOMELESSNESS IN THE STATE BUDGET
Dear Speaker Rendon:
On behalf of the Weingart Center, I am writing to urge the California State Legislature to prioritize efforts
to address homelessness during the 2019-2020 budget negotiations.
With nearly 130,000 people experiencing homelessness in California, the issue has reached a tipping
point. It is critical that we act now. For more than 35 years, the Weingart Center Association has been a
leader in the fight to end homelessness. Last year alone, the Weingart Center provided housing, clinical
case management, job training and placement to more than 27,000 homeless individuals. More than half
of the estimate 50,000 men and women sleeping on streets of Los Angeles County every night.
In 2016 and 2017, we were a strong supporter and advocate for more local resources through Prop HHH
and Measure H. We believe that The State Legislature took an important and vital step in boosting
homelessness initiatives last year through the Homeless Emergency Aid Program (HEAP). The HEAP
investment has and will positively impact this crisis.
Governor Newson has proposed to build on this progress with his $1 billion plan to fight homelessness.
We encourage you to support these efforts by increasing the funding level to $1.5 billion while
maintaining a wide range of eligible uses. State homelessness grants should remain flexible enough to
allow local governments to use these resources effectively. Funding gaps in one city may not match the
homeless strategy of another.
We ask the State Legislature to prioritize homelessness with a budget commensurate with the scale of the
problem. Solutions to California’s homelessness crisis will require more resources and we request your
support for this increased funding. Individual communities cannot solve this problem on their own. We
need the California State Legislature to deepen its partnership with cities, counties, and Continuums of
Care in the upcoming budget.
We greatly appreciate your leadership as the state responds to California’s homeless crisis.
Sincerely,

Kevin Murray

Kevin Murray
President and CEO
Weingart Center Association

