PROVIDER ALLIANCE TO END HOMELESSNESS

1309 East Seventh Street - Los Angeles, CA 90021 - (213) 891-3224

August 29, 2018

Councilmember José Huizar
Los Angeles City Council

200 N. Spring Street, Room 465
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Dear Councilmember Huizar:

We the undersigned are Skid Row members of the Provider Alliance to End Homelessness, a coalition of
organizations providing services and housing to people experiencing homelessness in Los Angeles. The Department
of City Planning has proposed significant changes to the Skid Row community in its DTLA 2040 plan. Without
affordability requirements and tenant protections, we believe these changes will lead to widespread displacement
and greater homelessness in downtown Los Angeles.

The DTLA 2040 plan should be amended to include the following elements:

1) No Net Loss — the existing supply of affordable units must be preserved or replaced with any new development
in Skid Row, reflective of the provisions of the Residential Hotel Ordinance.

2) Inclusionary Zoning — private development must include a 25% set-aside that would generate 7,000
affordable units. While an in-lieu fee could create housing opportunities elsewhere, the bulk of these 7,000
affordable units should be used to create a mixed-income community in downtown Los Angeles.

3) Rental Assistance — tax increment financing or developer fees should be used to provide a subsidy stream
that lowers rents in these 7,000 set-aside units, making them affordable to people experiencing homelessness.

4) Vacancy Tax — to discourage the proliferation of boarded up buildings by for-profit speculators, the city
should impose a vacancy tax that increases for a given property the longer it remains unused.

5) Anti-Displacement Protections — Skid Row tenants should have the right to counsel, just cause eviction
protections, and other safeguards to prevent them from being forced from their homes. Landlords who attempt
to illegally evict or discriminate against tenants should face increased penalties.

While Skid Row has tremendous challenges that can only be remedied by new investments, land use planning
should focus on the needs of existing residents. Those living in Skid Row must be the primary beneficiaries of
any redevelopment strategy for their own neighborhood.

We look forward to working with you to improve the DTLA 2040 strategy and would like to schedule a meeting
to discuss these recommendations.

Sincerely,
Chrysalis SHARE!
Downtown Women’s Center Skid Row Housing Trust
Homeless Health Care Los Angeles SRO Housing Corporation
Inner City Law Center The People Concern
Los Angeles Mission Union Rescue Mission

The Midnight Mission Weingart Center



